
Use the following critical thinking questions to help foster an open, student-led  
discussion on the theme(s) discussed in this episode of The Harbor.
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E D U C A T I O N

1 .
 O N E  O F  O U R  M A I N  R E A S O N S  F O R  C R E A T I N G  T H I S  E P I S O D E  O F  T H E

 H A R B O R  W A S  T O  H E L P  S T U D E N T S  B E T T E R  U N D E R S T A N D  E D U C A T O R S .
Students: what recurring themes did you hear from educators in this episode about why they teach? 

Teachers: please answer each of the questions we asked educators in this episode and discuss your responses with your class.

2 . M U L T I P L E  E D U C A T O R S  I N  T H I S  E P I S O D E  S A I D  T H A T  T H E Y  B E L I E V E
 T E A C H I N G  C A N  H E L P  C H A N G E  T H E  W O R L D ,  O N E  S T U D E N T  A T  A  T I M E .

How do you think being a good teacher can impact the world?

3 .
  O N E  O F  T H E  E D U C A T O R S  F E A T U R E D  D E S C R I B E D  T H E  G R A T I F I C A T I O N  H E  G E T S 

W H E N  H I S  S T U D E N T S  H A V E  T H A T,  “  .  .  .  A H A !  M O M E N T  W H E R E  T H E Y  D I S C O V E R 
T H A T  T H E Y  C A N  D O  S O M E T H I N G  T H A T  T H E Y  N E V E R  T H O U G H T  T H E Y  C O U L D  D O . ”  

When was the last time you had an “aha! moment” in class? 
Did you let your teacher know you felt that way? Why or why not?

4 .  O N E  A D M I N I S T R A T O R  I N  T H E  E P I S O D E  B E L I E V E S  T H A T,  “  .  .  .  E V E R Y B O D Y  W O U L D  A G R E E
 T H A T  T H E  T R A D I T I O N A L  S T Y L E  O F  E D U C A T I O N  I S  N O T  G O I N G  T O  M E E T  T H E 

N E E D S  O F  K I D S  T O D A Y,  B U T  Y E T  W E  C O N T I N U E  T O  D O  T H E  S A M E  T H I N G . ”
What do you think he means by this? What would you change about your education to help better suit your needs?

5 .  O N E  T E A C H E R  B R I E F LY  S AY S  T H AT  S H E  W I S H E S  S T U D E N T S  C O U L D  U N D E R S TA N D  H O W  H A R D  T E A C H I N G  WA S .
What do you think would be the most difficult aspect of teaching? 

What can you do to help make it easier for your teachers to do their job?


